
A walk down the North Side- A tribute to William Primrose 

Since his first recording of Paganini 5th Caprice in 1934, Primrose quickly established himself 
as the pioneer of the virtuosic voice of the viola. His numerous transcriptions are a true legacy 
to the viola repertoire, especially because of the rich variety of styles he dove into (Charmeurs, 
songs from singer’s literature, Latin-American music, etc). With his golden sound and 
bullet-proof technique (very uncommon for a violist at this time in the history of the viola!), he got 
the attention of very influential composers, who dedicated masterpieces for him: Britten, Bartok, 
Bloch, Nino Rota, to name a few.  

Fun fact #1: William Primrose spent the last few summers of his life teaching at the Banff center 
and changed the life of many canadian violists. 

Fun Fact #2: William Primrose was a beloved faculty member of the Curtis Institute of Music 
from the early 1940’s. He taught Michael Tree, from the celebrated Guarneri Quartet, and 
Joseph DePasquale, past-principal-violist of the Philadelphia Orchestra. Continuing the family 
tree here… Marina is a former student of those 2, and is therefore related, “violistically 
speaking”, to William Primrose!  
 
Fun Fact #3: Walk On The North Side: Memoirs of a Violist (1978) is the autobiography of 
William Primrose, the Scottish violist who changed the viola forever! 
 
 

A walk down the North Side-The Program 
 
 

The muse to several great composers 
 

Nino Rota  Sonata in C major (15:00) 
 
 
Arthur Benjamin-- Viola Sonata (15’05”) 
 
I-Elegy 
II-Waltz 
III-Toccata 
 
 
 



***Intermission*** 
 

Imitating the human voice 

Bach --"Komm, süßer Tod" (Schemelli Gesangbuch No. 868) (3’33” 
 
Brahms/Primrose -- Wie Melodien zieht es mir (2’50”) 
 
Tchaikovsky/Primrose -- none but the lonely heart (3’15”) 

The Curtis Years 

Zimbalist: Sarasateana (15’56) 

Tango: Allegro moderato  

Polo: Allegro moderato 

Malaguena: Amabile 

Zapateado: Allegro moderato 

Trip to South America 

Heitor Villa-Lobos Bachianas Brasileiras n° 5 (5:00) 

- Cantilena 

 
Charmeur 

 
Paganini/Primrose La Campanella (5:00) 
 
 
 
 
 


